
White’s Pool

Watrous Signal (WS): The 1922 pool was financed by C.U. 
McManus, a contractor from Moose Jaw, at a cost of $30,000. The 
designer was John Marshall. Both the Investors Co. and Manitou 
Beach Hotel were involved. (Oral tradition says the water pipes 
were obtained from a failed project in Watrous). Construction 
began May 1922.

The building dimensions given by WS were: 190ft by 89ft, there 
were plans for100 dressing rooms (40 for men, 40 for women and 
10 for boys & 10 for girls). Pool dimensions then were: 125ft by 
66ft and 9ft deep at the deep end. The building was also to hold: 
fresh water showers, a spectator’s gallery, electric arc lamps and a 
verandah on the front for bathers to “sun.”   (Prairie Reflections 
has slightly different dimensions). Maybe the finished size was 
changed----

The pool opened July 1922 with 1500 bathers in the yet unroofed 
pool and 125 bathers took a midnight dip after the dancehalls 
closed. The pool was equipped with a trapeze, water chutes, diving 
board, flying rings and other “toys”
Water temp. was to be 79 degrees sez Watrous Signal.

Mr. McManus was listed in the Manitou Beach Village tax records 
as owner until 1927 when Wellington & Ollie White purchased the 
property and Ollie ran the business after her husband was killed in 
a car accident in 1934. 

 During the 1930’s there was a hotdog stand operated by Bill 
Proctor and Mr. Spirow, “The Hotdog King.” The Whites had a 
cottage behind the pool and Ollie retired in 1948.



In 1949 A.J. Leier from Cudworth bought the property from Ollie 
White and operated it until he sold to Tom Sproule in 1953. Then 
he had the building dismantled.


